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Past and future 1780, ltalian Journey: in Goethe’s words, the Royal Palace of
in the photos Caserta resembled a fresco: “The site is uncommonly fine, on

one of the most fertile plains in the world, and yet the gardens
trench on the mountain. From these an agueduct brings down an
entire river, (o supply water to the palace and the district; and the
whole can, on occasion, be thrown on some artificially-arranged
rocks, to form a most glorious cascade”.

Two hundred years later, George Lucas used it in Episodes I and 1T of Star Wars
to serve as the palace on Naboo, the home planet of Queen Amidala, who has the
delicate face of Natalie Portman. Past and future are beautifully crystalized in
these photos by Massimo Listri. The palace, built for Charles VII of Naples, and
designed by the 18th century architect Luigi Vanvitelli to outshine the magnifi-
cence of Versailles, is portrayed in all its majestic beauty. A baroque masterpiece
of marble, gold and stucco, it entrances the eye with a succession of niches and
vaults, of endless corridors opening into salons that seem to still echo with the
lively sounds of princely festivities. Here time seems to have bowed down to
the harmony of the rooms, to then melt away in silence. Nothing restores this
sensation quite like Listri’s images. This delight for the eyes continues into the
grounds, the natural complement to the palace, and the spectacular canal with
its series of six fountains, richly embellished with statues, ponds and waterfalls,
culminating in the Diana and Actaeon Fountain at the foot of the hillside, where
Massimo’s gaze becomes indulgent, almost complicit. He leaves us with a long- o |
ing for these places and images that speak of beauty made of timeless spaces. E "~ gt g seria L -Tialia. 1993
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